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Fall 2003
The National Longitudinal Transition Study-2 (NLTS2) is an exciting study being conducted for the U.S.
Department of Education. It includes more than 11,000 youth nationwide who were ages 13 through 16 in
2000, receiving special education, and in at least the seventh grade. We are following the progress of
these youth by collecting information from parents, youth, and schools at various points over 9 years. The
result of this important study will be a national picture of the experiences and achievements of young
people with disabilities that will guide future educational policy and programs, and ultimately will help
youth achieve success in adult life. Thank you to the thousands of teachers, school staff, parents, and
youth who have taken the time to fill out a survey or be interviewed. We greatly appreciate your efforts.

Data Collection Update
We are now beginning our second round of
data collection for NLTS2. This round of data
collection includes the following activities:
Parent and youth interviews began in the
spring of 2003 and continue through September
2003. Parents are asked to update us on the
recent experiences of their youth and on their
family life. We also contact youth with disabilities
who are able to complete a telephone interview
or a mail questionnaire about their experiences.
Student assessments will begin in January
2004. These face-to-face assessments/
interviews of youth with disabilities ages 16 to 18
provide information about students’ academic
performance, self-advocacy skills, and attitudes
toward school and learning. Professionals are
hired and trained to arrange and conduct these
assessments. Many experienced field assessors
are returning for this round of assessments.
School data collection will begin in the fall
of 2003. To avoid overburdening teachers and
principals with study activities, we are recruiting

study coordinators. At each school attended by
a study participant, district and school staff will
be asked to select someone to be a point of
contact for the study. These school site study
coordinators update NLTS2 on student participant enrollment, distribute surveys to teachers,
and provide transcripts. They also complete the
School Characteristics Survey about the
policies and characteristics of their schools.
Coordinators or their schools receive stipends as
a “thank-you” for their effort and time.
Teachers will complete surveys about
students in the study. The Teacher Survey
provides information about students’ instructional
goals, classroom experiences, assessments,
accommodations, social adjustment, and educational progress in general education academic
classrooms. The School Program Survey,
completed by the school staff person who knows
each student’s school program best, provides
information about the student’s placement,
program, and progress.

NLTS2 welcomes feedback!
Call our toll-free number: 1-866-269-7274 E-mail: nlts2@sri.com
Visit NLTS2 on the Web: http://www.nlts2.org

NLTS2 is conducted by SRI International, 333 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025

Recent Findings from NLTS2
Below are a few of the interesting findings regarding the school experiences of students with disabilities
from the first round of NLTS2 school surveys. Full reports can be found at www.nlts2.org.
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Please check our Web site for additional NLTS2 findings and reports at
www.nlts2.org.

